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CORREC TION 


An unfortunate typographical error in the September 24 Bulletin makes H. H. Tsui say that 
‘the Chinese Church is irrevocably against Communism.'’ The last word should of course be 
**imperialism’’. 


EDITORIAL POLICY 


Much of our church news from China comes from reports in Tien Feng, the bi-weekly church 
magazine published in Shanghai, and from any other church papers we can get hold of, as well 
as from news items sent out by the New China News Agency and by the mimeographing service 
of the United States Consulate General in Hong Kong. Several criticisms have come recently 
from inside China to the effect that the China Bulletin in reporting on these news items mixes 

e personal bias of the editor along with the factual reporting. Your editor is not conscious 

ing added anything in the way of interpretation of the news which was not easily recogniz- 
able as such, but to avoid any future recriminations along this line, such news items will be re- 
ported as follows: Summarizing will be as objective and impartial as possible - word for word 
quotation will be in quotation marks - any interpretation which the editor thinks necessary to 
add will be in parentheses. 


MORE PEKING CONFERENCE SPEECHES 


Rev. Wang Chi-t’ien of Hofei, Anhwei, reported at the Peking Conference that Watchman 
Ni’s influence in Anhwei had been most widespread in Wuhu and in Bangpu. Here as many as 
possible of those who had been perverted were re-educated, and the rest arrested. In 1954, 
Wuhu had the worst flood in over 100 years. In Hofei the Christian Church had three dairies by 
which they were helping to support the church. Those have now all been socialized, but the 
results have been satisfactory; Pastor Wang himself is now receiving $46. a month from the 
socialized dairy, where formerly he received only $20. ‘*Our country churches in Anhwei, ex- 
cept for a few where there is no minister or where some question has arisen, have now all been 
reopened, and have resumed services. *’ 


Methodist Bishop Z. T. Kaung said, ‘*We have held the East China Annual Conference (he 
doesn’t say when), the first one since Liberation. (That is not true. Your editor was present at 
one in the fall of 1949.) In that Conference the members after full discussion used a frank atti- 
tude and democratic methods to decide many important matters. We have already set up a 
Preparation Committee for the North China Annual Conference, and the Annual Conference will 
be held some time this year. 


Chang Pe-huai, more popularly known as Bill Djang, spoke on publishing problems. He 
urged unification of publishing agencies. ‘‘Before liberation, the imperialist policy was to ‘di- 
vide and conquer’, and so they established many publishing agencies.’’ He points out that within a 
O; about 20 times a year to keep mission boards and missionaries informed on Christian work 
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short distance of each other on Yuan Ming Yuan Road and Hu Chiu Road there were more tha 
ten such agencies, resulting in much duplication and waste. One English book, he said, was 
published in nine different translations. His second point of emphasis was-the need for a five or 
ten year plan for publications. Thirdly, he asks the church to provide for a better trained edi- 
torial leadership. Lastly, he points out how important literature is to the ‘studies’ necessary for 
the progress of the Three Self church. 


Tsai Wen-hao, Secretary of the Chekiang Synod of the Church of Christ in China, spoke as 
follows: ‘‘There is now no question about a future for the church in China. From the standpoint 
of faith, to doubt the church's future is to doubt God himself. From the standpoint of the practi- 
cal situation in the church, there is a new spirit in the church everywhere. Take the Chekiang 
Synod where I work, the situation there is much better than before liberation. Before liberation 
we had about 60 church workers, now we have 90. Every year members are being added, last 
year more than a thousand were baptized. Administration is also improved. The annual Synod 
in May 1955 is an example. Under the imperialists there were only from 10 to 20 people present, 
and the session lasted only two or three days. It did not sum up our work, nor enter deeply into 
questions, its quality was very low. Last year more than 40 responsible people of the church 
were present, they took five days to sum up our work and discuss questions; they showed a demo- 
cratic, responsible, and realistic spirit of leadership. This new spirit is manifest everywhere in 


our church today. 


**But our greatest concern should be, not for an increase in membership or subscriptions, but 
in an increased witness, to the glory of God. 


**There was a time when I thought of the Three Self Movement as being just the political 
attitude of the Chinese Church, and did not think of it as a new work of God, a new witness, in 
the church of today. But during the past year or more the conviction has grown on me that this 
Movement is not only the demand of the People, but is also the command of God...."’ 


He goes on to speak of the increased sense of fellowship in the church today. ‘*Many ch 
ches put their communion offerings into a fund to care for the medical expenses of ministers. 
Last year, when one of our churches was building a new church building, the other churches of 
that Presbytery pitched in and raised about three fourths of the cost. 


“In regard to self-support, by far the largest part of the support of our 90-some workers 
comes from the subscriptions of our members. These subscriptions not only come entirely from 
their love for the church, but the source of the subscriptions is also legitimate (that is, it is not 
‘tainted money’.)"’ , 


Rev. Luther Shao, leader of the Disciples Church, discussed church finance in Nanking. He 
said the Nanking churches have adopted the policy of open accounting, economy in use, raising 
income while cutting down expenditures, and mutual help. This does not mean that they have 
thrown all their accounts together into a common fund. ‘‘Our principle is for each church to be 
responsible for its own finances. It must first do all it can, and then if there is still something 
lacking, especially in ministerial support, then the Nanking Three Self Movement comes to that 
church's help.*’ Further on he says that this Nanking Three Self Movement also gave help to the 
Methodist Central Church (Kuilan) when they had a big repair bill which they could not meet. 
Subscriptions are increasing, and as they increase the help which the Nanking Three Self Move- 
ment gives to individual churches decreases. ‘*The problem of self-support in Nanking is funda- 
mentally solved.”’ 


FOLLOW -UP CONFERENCES 


Part of the aftermath of the Peking Conference last March was a series of city conferences in 
which the city organization of the Three Self Patriotic Movement was perfected, the Peking Con- 
ference reported on, and its principles applied to the local situation. In Peking 391 delegates 
from 66 different Christian organizations met April 8-13, in Hangchow 357 delegates met April 
18-20, in Shanghai 836 delegates met May 7-11, in Wuhu 127 delegates met April 19-21, in 
Tsingtao 148 delegates met May 3-4, and in Yangchow 160 delegates met for an unspecified 


In Peking on day was given to speeches from the floor. Forty applied for permission to speak, 
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ere was only time for 25. ‘*The brothers and sisters who spoke were very frank and earnest. 
Some spoke of their new understanding and determination regarding the Three Self Movement, 
some spoke of their desires regarding the new leadership of the Movement which was about to be 
elected. There were also many brothers and sisters who were new members of the Three Self 
Movement and spoke with deep feeling of the time when they had been deceived by the poison 
of Wang Ming-tao, and affirmed their determination from now on to uphold the Three Self 
Movement.’’ A standing committee of 87 was appointed on the last day of the Conference. 


The Hangchow Conference had Li Ch’u-wen and Yang Shao-tang as visiting speakers. 
Baptist Secretary T. C. Pao was Chairman. When the Conference was thrown open for speeches 
from the floor, members of the Little Flock were especially eager to stand up and disavow their 
former attitude, and join in the condemnation of the imprisoned leaders. On the third day a 
Constitution for the Movement in Hangchow was adopted, and a standing committee of 57 ap- 


pointed. 


The Shanghai Conference was held (significantly) in the Nanyang Road Little Flock Church. 
The Religious Affairs Bureau Commissioner spoke to the Conference, emphasizing the freedom 
of religious belief in New China. ‘Although in individual instances the administration of this 
policy may be at fault, yet in general situation is good, and there is no need for suspicion. *’ 
He went on to urge ministers to ‘‘emphasize the study of church doctrine’’. One of the features 
of this Conference was a series of addresses by Christians who were ‘‘model workers’’ in various 
fields, one for example a bank clerk who has only been a Christian for three years. 


Although Shanghai was the central point in the Little Flock ‘‘struggle’’, still the conversion 
of the Little Flock does not seem to have been emphasized in the Shanghai meeting as much as 
it was in Hangchow. A longer interval had elapsed between the Peking Conference and the 
Shanghai City Conference, and in the meantime the Little Flock in Shanghai had been com- 
pletely reorganized, or at least reoriented. The big day for the consummation of this event was 

il 15. The formal entry of the Little Flock into the Three Self Movement was marked by a 
bes with representatives of other churches, a speech by a representative of the Religious 

irs Bureau, and welcome addresses by Bishop Kaung, Chu Kwei-sheng, Liu Liang-mo and - 
others. This event had been preceded by political study in small groups among the Little Flock 
members, and this succeeded in converting most of them. “But a small number of brothers and 
sisters who had been deeply affected by the anti-revolutionary poison still were uneasy, and 
could not in conscience agree, thinking that the question was one which involved our faith.’’ 


EUGENE SMITH’s REPORT ON BISHOP TING 

On September 27 Dr. Eugene Smith, Secretary of the Methodist Board of Foreign Missions, 
reported to the General Board of the National Council of Churches in New York on the speech of 
Bishop Ting to the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches in Hungary, and.on sub- 
sequent personal conversations which he had with Bishop Ting. This has now been released as a 


_Mmimeographed News report from the National Council. Much of this has already been covered 


in our two previous reports on Bishop Ting, but there are a number of quotations which should 
now be added. 


Dr. Smith summed up his impressions as follows: *‘The Christians of Mainland China now 
proceed upon the basis of two very clear assumptions, (1) What happened in China with the 
establishment of the Communist regime was inevitable, is creative and must be accepted with 
joy by all patriotic Chinese. (2) The Chinese Christian churches have found themselves, under 
God alone, through their detachment from any dependence on missionary funds or personnel. One 
had the feeling in talking to Bishop Ting that to question those two assumptions would seem to 
him to question his own integrity, and the integrity of the Chinese church as Chinese churches. "’ 


He added, ‘*It seemed to me that Bishop Ting, on the basis of these assumptions, interpreted 
what they have done always in the most favorable possible light, and what the West has done, 
always in the most unfavorable possible light. With that awareness there came to me in much 
sharper focus than any time before, the question of how much we in the West have done the same 

from our side.... I personally was unprepared for the breadth and the depth of the gulf that 
ates us from Chinese Christians on political matters, while I was at the same time personal- 
ly unprepared for the eagerness of their desire, spiritually to build bridges of fellowship linking 
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